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JANUARY 21 (legislative day, JANUARY 10), 1952.—-Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
oO accompany 3. 1811} 
(T pany S. 1811] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1811) to suspend the running of the statutes of limitations appli- 
cable to offenses involving performance of official duties by Govern- 
ment officers and employees during periods of Government service of 
of the officer or emplovee concerned, having considered the same 
reports favorably thereon, without amendment, and recommends that 
the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of the proposed legislation is to amend chapter 213 of 
title 18 of the United States Code, so as to suspend the running of 
any statute of limitations which is applicable to an offense in which 
an essential element is: 

(1) the doing of an act, or the failing to do an act by a Mem- 
ber of Congress, or an officer or emplovee of the United States or 
any agency thereof, in the performance of his official duties; or 

(2) an attempt or offer to procure the doing of an act or the 
failing to do an act by a Member of Congress, or an officer or 
employee of the United States or any agency thereof, in the per- 
formance of his official duties, 

during any period in which the s: aid Member of Congress or officer o1 
employee i is in the service of the United States. 


STATEMENT 
The effect of this bill would be to extend the period during which 
certain types of offenses could be prosecuted. It would be applicable 
to Government officers and employees who commit the specified 
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offense and to those persons who attempt or offer to procure a com- 
mission of such offenses. In such instances, the bill would suspend 
the running of the statute while the Government officer or employee 
is in the public service. This measure attempts to correct the situation 
when a Government officer or employee might be in a position to 
conceal the evidence of the alleged offense during his Incumbency, 
so that the facts could not be brought to light until after he left the 
public service. In such circumstances, the provisions of the bill 
would tend to serve the 1aterest of the public in providing for bringing 
the offender to justice during the period of the statute of limitations 
following the offender’s departure from Government service. 

The general statute of limitations applicable to Federal offenses is 
set forth im section 3282, chapter 213, of title 18 of the United States 
Code. This bill does not propose a new departure from existing 
legislative policy, inasmuch as Congress has made certain exceptions 
heretofore, some of which are contamed ta chapter 215 of title 18 

The committee believes that enactment of this bull would serve a 
most useful purpose by way of holding Government officers and 
employees accountable for their actions during public service. The 
committee, therefore, recommends that this bill, S. 1811, be favorably 
considered. 

The Department of Justice has submitted a report on this bill, 
under date of September 17, 1951, which is appended hereto and made 
apart of thisreport. The Department’s conclusion is that the question 
of whether the bill should be enacted is one of legislative policy con- 
cerning which the Department prefers not to make any recommenda- 
tion, 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
Washington, D. C., September 17, 1951. 


United States Senate, Was! ingion, pp. C 


My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. IS11) to suspend the running of 
the statutes of limitation applicable to offenses involving performance of official 


duti by Government officers and employees during periods of Government 


ervice of the officer or employee concerned 

Section 1 of the bill would suspend the running of any statute of limitations 
Which is applicable to an offense in which an essential element is: (1) the doing 
of an act, or the failing to do an act by a Member of Congress, or an officer or 
employee of the United States thereof, in the performance of his official duties; 
or (2) an attempt or offer to procure, the doing of an act or the failing to do an 
act by a Member of Congress, or an officer or emplovee of the United States 
thereof in the performance of his official duties, during any period in which the 
said Member of Congress or officer or employee is in the service of the United 


I} e effect of the } j | would be LO ¢ xtend the period during which certain types 


of offenses could be prosecuted. It would be applicable to Government. officers 
and employees who commit the specified offense and to those persons who attempt 

- offer to procure a commission of such offenses. In such instances, the bill 
would suspend the running of the statute while the Government officer or employee 


Is 1 the publie service 


The general statute of limitations applicable to Federal offenses is set forth in 
ection 3282 of title 18 of the United States Code, chapter 213. Congress has 
made certain exceptions, some of which are contained in the same chapter. 
Therefore, the instant bill does not suggest a new departure from existing legis- 
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practical difficulties resulting from the dissipat ( 
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enforcement 
Whether the bill should be enacted invo 
which this Department prefers not to make a I 
The Director of the Bureau of the Budget i d 


to the submission of this report 


Yours sincerely, 
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